you  not wish  me to  have the glory of having
*
presented you to this English ' Corinne' ? Emile tells me that ' La Derniere Incarnation de Vautrin' is admirable. The compositors declare that it is your chef-d'oeuvre.
" Only till this evening, I implore you.
" DELPHINE GAY DE GIIIARDIN."
Balzac, on his side, was now most anxious to
finish  "Les Paysans," especially as  his  penniless
state at this time would render it most difficult
for him to pay back the money advanced to him
by La Presse.    He was in special difficulties, as
he had lately borrowed ten  or fifteen  thousand
francs from the impecunious Viscontis, giving them
as   guarantee   some   shares   in   the   unfortunate
Chemin de Fer du Nord, and as the railway was
a failure, and these shares were a burden instead
of a benefit, Balzac was bound in honour to relieve
his friends of their troublesome possession, and to
pay back what he  owed  them.     This necessity
was an additional incentive to action, and Balzac's
letters to Madame Hanska about this time, contain
several   indications   of  his   anxiety about   "Les
* 'c La Genese d'un Roman de Balzac/' by the Vicomte de Spoelbercli de Lovenjoulj p. 262.he Girardins, as, about the same time that Emile penned this uncompromising epistle, the following note reached
